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Abstract
Food security has received more attention due to population growth in developing countries and

land scarcity. In our country, about the one fifth of population are affected by food insecurity and
limited access to enough food. This issue happened while agriculture sector play a crucial role in
providing food security in the country. However Iranian agriculture sector's climatic conditions
and geology has formed it a country susceptible to soil erosion. The soil erosion is currently
higher than the world standards and some statistics shows that soil deterioration as result of soil
erosion is even several times more than that of mean figure for African and European countries.
Consequently, reduction of crop production is a threatening factor for food security. Majority of
specialists believe that most important cause of soil erosion in Iran relates to human factor. It
seems that development of soil conservation technology is a key to soil resource management and
opportunity to food security is. However, since development and extension of conservation
technologies differ thoroughly from that of production and commercial technologies, diffusion of
conservation technologies should not be based on traditional models of extension. Negligence of
this important point undermines fulfilling soil management goals and improvement in quality and
quantity of production leading to wastage of energy and reluctance of farmers and target groups.
This paper aims at revealing the extension role in soil conservation, sustainable soil management,
and food security achievement using library and archival research methods. The paper focuses on
characteristics of extension of soil conservation technologies and highlights its distinction from
extension of commercial technologies in respect to its role to mobilize skills towards sustainable
soil management process.
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