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The problem of employment of agricultural and natural resources
graduates

Asadollah Zamanipour, Reihaneh Riahi

Abstract
The relationship between education and development is so clear and their mutual
influence is obvious. Education has been considered as a tool for training manpower
which is needed for socio-economic development. In fact, educated manpower acts as
the engine for starting overall development process. It is remarkable that the process
of development should begin from the stage of education in the third world countries,
and Iran is not an exceptional case in this regard. After the revolution of Iranian
constitution in 1905, more attention was paid to place of education and many different
schools and western type of education centers were established in Tehran and in other
cities. So, the process of development was started from the side of education. These
schools were relatively successful in training needed manpower for industrial and
service sectors. Similarly, the process of development in agriculture sector began
from the side of education. As a result, a great mistake was made which created many
other problems including unemployment of agriculture graduates which is still
continuing. In order to overcome this problem, government of Iran has tried to try
three types of solutions which appear as “ A- triangle” during the last century i.e.
closing agricultural schools, transferring them to other institutions, and finally,
recruiting the graduates in the ministry of agriculture. These three approaches could
not solve the ominous unemployment problem so far. In 2001 another remedy came
up under the name of the organization of agricultural graduate. This organization was
established in all provinces of Iran. It is supposed that the employment problem
among the agricultural graduates is neither related to government nor the universities,
but seems a phenomenon which must be solved by graduates themselves. Due to
many different reasons, even the four above approaches have not been able to solve
the unemployment problem. In this paper, a special project is presented under the
name of providing farmer engineer farmers instead of training agricultural engineers.
The philosophy, the assumptions and the principles of the project are explained
precisely. It is hoped that the engineer farmers would be more suitable for working in
agricultural sector of Iran. Therefore, they would not be faced with ominous
unemployment phenomenon.
Key words:
Development, Education, Unemployment, Agricultural sector, engineer farmer,
“ A- triangle”.
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