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Educational Needs Assessment of Nomads Utilizing Arasbaran Dam Watershed in the
Fields of Farming and Gardening
By:
S. Moghani, N. Ghasemi, M. Mousavi, D.H. Mirrahimi
Abstract:
Nowadays, the Nomads life development program in the country is carried out in two distinct
approaches: 1- settling volunteer nomads in permanent domiciles 2- Organizing migrating nomads. With
respect to the studies eighty eight percent of the nomads in Gharah-ghaia region in East Azarbaijan
province volunteer for permanent settling, the Arasbaran Dam was constructed with the aim of settling
them and also elevating their income and welfare level.
The capacity of this dam is 25 million cubic meters, which will mainly be used to irrigate 3200 hectares of
dry farm lands in the dam watershed. It should also be mentioned that sixty percent of the land will be
allocated to farming and the rest will be used to establish orchards. This will make it possible to settle
twelve tribes of nomads with 607 families comprising 3460 people.
With respect to the studies undertaken and by considering climatic conditions of the region, quality of
water and soil, being in line with development programs of the country, raising crops such as wheat,
barely, alfalfa, forage corn, cotton, sunflower, pea, and tomato, and raising orchard crops such as grape,
almond, apricot, walnut, apple, sour cherry, and cherry is recommended in the dam watershed.
Since the nomads in the region have traditionally raised sheep and farmed on dry lands, they lack any
knowledge or skills to achieve the above mentioned goals. So, it is necessary to teach them the needed
skills and promote their vocational and technical knowledge. Lack of comprehensive information about
training and needs of nomads in the mentioned fields is the main subject of this study.
This study was carried out in order to evaluate training needs of nomads in the fields of irrigated farming
and gardening. It was carried out by doing a field study. The statistical population included volunteer
nomads who wanted to be settled in watershed regions of the Arasbarab dam. The Cochran formula was
used with random sampling from one hundred twenty people and data was collected thru interviewing
and questionnaire.
The result showed that training needs of nomads in the field of farming, forage corn, cotton, and alfalfa
were very high, in wheat and barley training needs were rather weak, in "'tomato”, sunflower", and
"pea" training needs were weak. Also, the training needs of nomads in the field of gardening, apricot,
apple, almond , and hazelnut were rather week, and for crops such as grape, sour cherry, and cherry the
need was weak.

Key Words: Training needs, assessing training needs, nomad practitioners in Arasbaran dam watersheds,
organizing nomad life, farming and gardening
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