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Investigating development and extension approaches for school
cooperatives as perceived by school principals in southern Khorasan

province.
M.Sc elham Eftekhari Gol, Ph.D Aligoli Heydari, Ph.D Javad Mohammad Gholi Niya. and Ph.D,
Kkuroush Roosta.

Abstract

The major issue of this research is to investigate approaches and patterns in extension and
development of school cooperatives at high school and secondary school levels from school
principals’ viewpoint in various districts of southern Khorasan province. The research type is
applied and retrospective and was done in a descriptive and correlation manner. The research
statistical population includes high school and secondary school principals who run active
cooperatives at provincial level and have been surveyed in a census way. Data collection method
consists of library studies, interviews, observations and questionnaires that was done with the help
of taking note tools, interviews and observation check list (along with audio-visual recording) and
questionnaires. Research independent variables divided into personal variables, variables related to
school cooperatives conditions and those concerning success and failure of school cooperatives,
while dependent variable of the research includes extension approaches involved in school
cooperatives development. The research findings show that the most important effective factors
contributed to cooperatives failure are: lack of students’ participation motivation to function at
school cooperatives, lack of sustained and continuous education to students relating school
cooperatives, inconsistency of education curricula with school cooperatives perspectives, getting
accustomed to poor systematic programs and activities at cooperatives, no needs assessment and
no participatory activity in planning and implementation process. Finally, this research comes up
with certain remedial approached based on the major problems, objectives, conceptual model and
hypotheses.

Key words: School cooperatives, Cooperative development, Student associations, Social
institution, Participation.



