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Examining extension programs and policies adopted by the Forest
and Rangelands Organization in range management as perceived by
rangeland dwellers in Zanjan province

M. Mokhtari.S. M.hosseiniD. MohammadiandS M Mirdamadi
Abstract

Owing to direct and indirect factors, renewable natural resources in our country
are the most important variables in economic and social development. Therefore,
desirable use can assure their sustainable and permanent development and lack of
attention however may be a threat to the cultural, social, and economic
development of the country. Population growth and limitation of natural
resources, especially rangelands, impose a great pressure on these resources. So
extension, as an educational tool, along with logical plans and correct policy-
making can override many problems. This research intends to study the views
reflected by rangelands dwellers of Zanjan province on the plans and policies
regarding the enhancement of forests and ranges throughout the country. It is a
descriptive- correlation survey study. The statistical population includes 165 range
dwellers and was conducted by distributing a questionnaire which analyzed by
SPSS. The results, according to Spearman correlation coefficient analysis, indicate
that there is a positive and significant relationship between such variables as range
dwellers, level of education, grass coverage of pastures, familiarity of the range
dwellers with range development plans, the awareness of range dwellers on the
aims and benefits of planned development plans, the intervention of range
dwellers in planning and development of range management and the variable of
range development policies of the Forest and Rangelands Organization (FRO).
However, there is a negative relationship between the range dwellers' age and
experience as well as the number of animal farming units and the variable of range
development policies of the Forest and Rangelands Organization (FRO). The
analysis of specific impacts of independent variable on dependent variable, on the
basis of Mann-Whitney tests and Kruskal-Wallis test indicates that there are
different perceptions on the policies of FRO regarding rangelands development on
one hand, and the experts in the field on the other. Also, it shows that range
dwellers who took part in special training courses had more positive views on such
policies. It also indicates that, compared with the experts, the managers had more
positive perceptions of range development policies. The cumulative impacts of the
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independent variables on dependent variable through regression proved that the
variables of familiarity of range dwellers with the development of ranges, their
intervention in the planning of range management schemes and the level of their
education have caused positive views on development programs as outlined by
the FRO.

Key words: Range management, Extension policy, Natural resource management
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