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Abstract

Unplanned community development stresses and potentially harms natural resources quality
and quantity. Nowadays, water resources have been contested for distortion of sustainability of
natural resource which poses great management challenges. Overexploitation in many parts of the
world raises serious threats to the sustainability of groundwater-dependent socio-ecologies. At
present, in our country, exploitation of ground water resources at national level is exceeding the
permitted limit of exploitation. Therefore, strategic and sustainable water management will be the
key factors for future agricultural and economic growth and development. No doubt, an
expansion of conservation programs has a strong association with socio-economic backgrounds,
perceptions, and attitudes of people. This research aims at investigating the effect of users’
economic characteristics on their attitudes toward sustainable water resource management. Data
were collected from 212 farmers in Arsanjan and Jahrom critical plains of Fars province.
Spearman correlation coefficient revealed that variables e.g. extent of capital, extent of annual
income and the size of dry farming lands had significant positive relationships with the users’
attitudes toward sustainable ground water resource management. Comparing means of users’
attitudes detected a significant difference on their main job. Also, one-way ANOVA test
disclosed significant difference among users’ attitudes on the kind of land ownership.

Key wo rds: Economic characteristics, Attitude, Sustainable water resource management.
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