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Evaluation of factors influencing participation of rural target groups in
extension education programs:

Case study of Wheat farmers in Mashhad
M. Hassan nejad, M. Tabarraee

Abstract

Agricultural extention system is regarded as one of primary instruments for
diffusing technologies and therfore has significant role to play in the development
process. The purpose of the present study is to specify the influencing factor on
participation of rural target groups in extension education programs. To fulfill this
objective, a sample of 137 respondents among wheat farmers in Mashhad was
selected through the simple random sampling technique. A survey study was
conducted as a methodology of research, and a mailed questionnaire was employed to
collect the data and factor analysis method was used to study the aforesaid facors .
The results show that variables including number of literate children , annual
income, and acquaintance with objectives of extension education programs had a
positive relationship with participation of rural target groups in such programs, and
with area of arable lands, distance of villages from cities, satisfaction from
agricultural and non-agricultural jobs had a negative and inverse relationship with
participation of the two target groups in these programs. In other words, these
variables pose significant influences on participation of farmers in extension
education programs.

Keywords: Extension education program, Factor analysis method, wheat farmers,
and Mashhad
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