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Residents’ Attitudes of Environmental Impacts of Rural Tourism
in Khuzestan province
Dr. B. Khosravipour, Dr. M. Baradaran, M. Ghanian
Abstract:

The main purpose of this study is to explore residents’ attitudes of environmental impacts
of rural tourism in lIzeh district of Khuzestan province. Present study is survey, using
correlation-descriptive method. Independent variables of this study include individual-
professional characteristics of residents’ perceptions of environmental impacts, knowledge of
rural tourism and level of contact with tourists, and dependent variable is attitudes toward
developing rural tourism. Data collection was conducted through questionnaire. The sample
included 335 local residents in rural tourism area. Sampling method was "Random Stratified"
and SPSS was employed for data analysis. Results show that there is significant difference
between residents’ knowledge and awareness and their perceptions on environmental impacts.
Also, the same relationship governs between attitudes of the residents having frequent
contacts with tourists and those with fewer contacts. Therefore, it seems essential to prepare
proper ground and strengthening fields for more residents-tourists contacts and their increased
awareness of the various impacts concerned.

Key word: Attitude, Rural tourism, Residents, environmental impacts.



