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Analysis of students’ motivation for studying agriculture
(The case of Animal Science Department in Beassat
Higher Education Center, Shiraz)
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Abstract
Motivation is a powerful force for conducting human behavior and it has effect on all
aspects of behavior, such as perception, imagination, learning and talent. Understanding
students’ motivation can help to reduce psychological problems and it’s a prerequisite
for human growth and prosperity. Students, who study with specific goal and higher
motivation, would have high educational performance. Since students’ motivation is one
of the most important factors that affecting their performance, this study was conducted
to investigate study motivation of agricultural student in four components: physiological,
recognition, pleasure, and idealistic motivations. Research population was students in
animal science department of Beassat higher education center of Shiraz and study
sample was selected using stratified random sampling. Instrument for data collecting
was a questionnaire that its face validity was confirmed by a pannel of experts and
cronbach alpha coefficient for motivation scale was 0.70 that justifies its reliability.
Research findings show that among different types of motivations, idealistic motivation
is the most important incentive for studying in agricultural field and physiological,
pleasure, and recognition motivations receive next orders respectively. Moreover, total
mean of study motivation is under average. Finally, based on research findings some
applicable recommendations for improving students’ motivation to study in agriculture
field are presented.

Key words: Study motivation, Agricultural field, Academic achievement, Academic
performance
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