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Agricultural undergraduates' skills and attitudes towards
team assignments (The case of Shiraz University)
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Abstract

Lack of teamwork competencies is one of the main obstacles to a sustainable
employment of agricultural graduates. Giving students team assignments could
contribute to improving students' teamwork competencies. Since our knowledge about
the usage of teamwork projects in agricultural courses and students' attitudes towards
team assignments is limited, this paper aimed to investigate agricultural undergraduates'
skills and attitudes towards team assignments. Research population consisted of 1235
undergraduate students who had experienced team assignments for at least one time in
their university education, in Shiraz University. A total number of 291 students were
sampled using randomized stratified Sampling method. A questionnaire was developed
to gather data and its validity and reliability was confirmed. Findings indicated that the
respondents had fairly positive attitudes towards team assignments. The main challenges
faced by students for team assignments included lack of teamwork skills among their
teammates, lack of commitment among some team members and free riding. Our
findings revealed that there was a significant difference between teamwork skills of
male and female students, and female students were more skillful than male students.
The perceptions of teamwork challenges, teamwork skills, age and grade point average
could explain 40 percent of changes in attitudes toward team assignments.
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