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Studying the farmers' attitudes toward Mobile Learning (ML) in
agricultural extension and education:
Case study of Hashtrood district in Eastern Azerbaijan province

!Adel Sulaimani and ? Ali A. Mirakzadeh
! M.Sc. student and ? assistant professor of agricultural extension and education, Razi
University, Kermanshah

Abstract

Reaching sustainable rural development needs viable planning in economic, policy and
socio-cultural aspects with a holistic perspective. In the developmental plans, human is
assumed as the main factor and also the best target of benefits of development. On the other
hand, human as one of the important component of sustainable development, needs to
education. Different methods of education process for development of human resources
would deem effective provided that characteristics, situations and conditions of learners are
properly investigated. Traditional methods used for farmers training have many limitations;
therefore with regard to additional growth in new knowledge and expansion of
communication technology such as mobile cell, delivering related information in every field,
is incredibly affordable. Moreover, they bear further opportunities with no limitation in time
and environment, and also good scopes on their application as educational instrument,
adaptability, and reinforcement of training dimension of sustainable rural development. The
objective of this research is to study farmers' attitudes of mobile learning (ML) in agricultural
extension and education in Hashtrood district in eastern Azerbaijan province. The statistical
population of research consisted of 110 farmers in Hashtrood who had cellphones. The data
were gathered with census method and through questionnaire whose validity confirmed by a
panel of experts and its reliability realized with calculation of Cronbach’s alpha (a=0.79).
Results show that the farmers' attitudes of ML in Hsshtrood are positive. Therefore, it is
suggested that with application of this new technology (mobile) for mobile farmers training
purpose, realization of educational requirements in favor of sustainable rural development
shall be greatly accelerated and facilitated.

Key words: Sustainable Development, Rural Development, Training, cellphone.



