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Abstract

In today’s world , one of informal educational programs which is used to increase rural women capabilities is home
economics extension. In Iran this program started in 1957 and it was carried on for about 10 years. Home economics
extension agent in cooperation with agricultural agent carried on advisory work on al aspect of village life. The
changing policies which started in 1968, meant transfer of women extension program from the Ministry of Agriculture
to the departments of other ministries and it was discontinued for about 10 years. The rural women extension program
restarted in 1990s. The purpose of this article is to identify and analyze the events and programs that had influenced
the rural women extension work in Iran during the past half century. The findings indicated that from the time of
separation Of the rural women extension program from the Ministry of Agriculture, the program is not in line with the
family approach extension system and it needs to make some adjustments in its structure and functions. This article
recommends the employment of full time home agent, residing in the village to work with rural women in various life
aspects of peasant society. It also emphases the need of establishing home economics extension curriculum at
university level.
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