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An Investigation of the Performance of Agricultural
Engineering and Technical Consulting Services Firms
(AETCSFs) in Broujen County
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Abstract

Development of consulting services firms in agricultural sector is an optimal solution to
agricultural development of Iran. For this purpose, one of the measures taken by the
country's agricultural development planners and policymakers is establishing the
network of agricultural engineering and technical consulting services firms (AETCSFs)
in terms of outsourcing agricultural services and extension activities. Therefore,
knowledge regarding impacts of AETCSFs will help determine how AETCSFs affect
intended beneficiaries in order to evaluate the performance of current AETCSFs and to
aid the appropriate design of future AETCSFs. Therefore, assessing the distribution and
magnitude of the impacts of AETCSFs will be acknowledged. Impacts evaluation of
AETCSFs is necessary to provide information regarding the consequences of the firms.
The purpose of this paper was to investigate performance of Agricultural Engineering
and Technical Consulting Services Firms (AETCSFs) and its determinants in Broujen
county. For this purpose a multiple case study was used. The population consisted of 10
successful active advisory firms in the county. Critical sampling technique was used to
select five successful cooperatives from which, 57 members were interviewed by means
of a questionnaire containing open-ended and closed questions. Face validity was
confirmed by experts, and the questionnaire was subjected to reliability testing by using
data collection in the pilot study with Cronbach’s Alpha value of 0.63 to 0.94. Findings
revealed the moderate performance of the advisory cooperatives. Furthermore, the six
components of the performance (pre-cultivation, cultivation, husbandry, harvest, post-
harvest, and extension services) were placed in a medium position, either. Extension
services were the only activity with a desirable position. Analysis of regression model
showed that “the social status”, “governmental supports”, and “within group trust” were
the most important significant factors to predict performance of the AETCSFs.

Keywords: Cooperative, Agricultural services, Agricultural advisory, Agricultural
Graduated, Success
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