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Abstract
Educational and extension programs are one of the important factors in sustainable
development of agriculture in each region. Determining educational needs is the first
step in educational planning. The present study examined the educational needs of
tomato growers in several stages of planting, tending and harvesting from their views
and investigates priorities of education needs. This study was performed by descriptive-
correlation method and its statistical society includes all tomato growers in Dayer county
in year 1390. Using Krejcie and Morgan's (1970) sampling, total 357 samples were
determined. All data were collected through questionnaires that were designed based on
Borich's (1980) model. Validity and reliability of the questionnaire were determined by
specialists and Cronbach's Alpha, respectively. Cronbach's alpha coefficient obtained
(0.71-0.85), indicating the reliability of the designed questionnaire. The results showed
that 18-items educational needs were the highest priority. The most important ones are:
lack of familiarity with high-yielding varieties of tomato, lack of familiarity with foliar
applications of organic nutrient source such as Phosnutrun and lack of adequate
understanding of marketing techniques. Furthermore, the findings showed that the most
appropriate way of training is practical training, and most farmers (72%) required
information acquire from their friends and other farmers. Correlation analysis showed
that there is a positive and significant relationship between knowledge of tomato
growers and social capital, earnings, yield per hectar, and communication.
Key Words: Educational needs, Need assessment, Borich's model, Tomato growers, Dayer.
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