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Rural Tourism, a New Paradigm Towards Sustainable Rural Development

By : M. H. Mohammadi and D. Hayati

Abstract

Today, tourism and its economic impacts is becoming a major economic pilar at global scale and
the first rank income generating industry in favor of sustainable development. Tourism consists of
varying forms of which, rural tourism is assumed as a means for socio-economic progression and new
employment generation in rural regions through participation of local communities. At economic
dimension, it takes steps towards poverty alleviation, small business/entrepreneurial generation,
endangered natural resource restoration, and income generating activities, migration prevention,
cross-cultural exposure and finally sustainable rural development. Presently, not only developed
countries have gained tremendous benefits from this issue, but even developing countries topped by
Asian states have also experienced substantive privileges favoring rural community advancement. By
promotion of civilization, many metropolitans and populous centers are moving to integration and
unification, and hence peoples are in search of diversification and innovation of new environments
with wider focus on rural premises and their pretty views. On the other hand, villages deserve
numerous diversities, may absorb many tourists. Iran has also appreciable natural potentials and
monumental heritages in rural areas which underlie native and foreign tourism, but claims for
negligible share in this industry. This study, while utilizing international experience in tourism
attraction, analyzes the existing national potentials through descriptive-analytical method, followed
by offering certain hints for tapping such potentials, supported by participation and investment of
pertinent disciplines in community development plans and projects for greater sustainability of rural
areas.

Key words ; Rural tourism, Rural community, Sustainable rural development, Rural employment,
Tourism attraction
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