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Investigating effectiveness of extension trainings on improving
wheat yield in Garmsar County in 2004-05

M. Solouki, M. S. Sabouri

Abstract

A descriptive survey research was undertaken to study the effectiveness of extension
trainings aimed at increasing wheat production in Garmsar County. The target population
of the study composed of 179 producers who participated in extension training sessions.
Data were collected using a questionnaire which was validated by a panel of experts and
the reliability index was established by Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The gathered data
were analyzed using SPSS-win. The dependent variable was the effectiveness of extension
training courses. The results indicate there is a statistically significant relationship between
independent variables including educational level, income, farming area, participation in
educational classes, lecture method use, practical methods, workshops, educational media,
appropriate educational curricula and dependent variable. But there were no significant
relationships between the other independent variables including age, levels of contacts with
extension workers, visits to demonstration farms, film shows, group discussions, level of
education, and knowledge of extension workers and dependent variable. Also the results of
Mann-Whitney and Kruskal-Wallis tests show that the main job, use of bank credits, and
supportive facilities after the course have affected impacts of educational activities, but the
place of holding the courses and local trainers did not have any effects. Multiple regression
analysis indicated that the variables including areas of wheat planting, participation in
educational classes, and use of workshops had positive impacts on effectiveness of
extension training.

Key word: Effectiveness of extension courses for wheat producers, agricultural extension
and education.
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