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Social Capital: The lost ring in rural development of Iran
By : M. H. Mohammadi and D. Hayati

Abstract

Social Capital deserves outstanding role and significance in rural development process.
There are indices and criteria introduced for measuring sustainability context, but its
social aspects are not yet explored. Despite authentic contribution of social capital in rural
development, but yet no consideration is taken into policy for rural development. In fact,
this gap is obviously felt in our rural development context, for which diagnosis of social
capital and its adaptation with rural development seems highly critical that can affect
physical and economic capitals. Social capital shall influence in different dimensions of
rural development including trust-making, participation and communication. Particularly,
participation would leave crucial impacts on rural plans, social security, due
understanding of luckiness and confidence of rural individuals. This study tries to
elaborate the roles and effects of social capital in rural development process of Iran
through descriptive-analytical manner and library review. To this end, varying aspects of
rural development were identified through literature review followed by examination of
role and significance of social capital. The idea comes up with proposals for application,
intensification and mobilization of social capital as well as its combination with other
capitals/potentials towards sustainable rural development trend in Iran.

Key words: Social capital, rural development, Participation, Confidence, communication
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