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farmers' adoption of olive cultivation in Minudasht County

Yousef toosi 1, Yousef Hejazi, Seyed Mahmoud Hosseini 2
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Abstract

The present study investigated factors that affected farmers' adoption of olive cultivation in
Minudasht County. Annually high amount of foreign exchange and human resources being spent
on importing food products. Many regions of Iran have potentials to produce olive oil which is
considered as a strategic product. The statistical population of the study included all 700 olive
growers in Minudasht County. 103 individuasls were determined as sample size based on Cochran
formula. Research instrument included a questionnaire. To obtain face validity, the questionnaire
was revised based on comments of a panel of experts. Results showed that there were significant
positive relationships between variables including extension classes, contact with extension
workers, and extension films and magazines and levels of farmers' adoption of olive cultivation. In
contrast, radio-television programs, extension workshops, contacts with local leaders, and visiting
to the sample gardens of olive were not effective on levels of farmers' adoption of olive cultivation.
This study showed that extension education factors could play an important role in the adoption of
olive cultivation in the study area. Therefore, the higher levels of extension workers' contacts with
farmers and overcoming on farmers' problems facilitate the olive cultivation process.

Key words: adoption, extension education factors, olive cultivation, Minudasht County



