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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive survey study was to determine the influence
of Agricultural Engineering Technical and Advisory Service Firms
(AETASF) in rural development in Kermanshah and Zanjan province as
perceived by Agricultural Service Centers (ASCs) managers. Quantitative
research design was used with closed-ended questionnaire. Validity and
reliability of research instrument proved valid and reliable with alpha
coefficient of 0/95. The population consisted of all ASCs managers using
census study (N = 81). The ASCs managers are continuously monitoring and
managing AETASF members. Results revealed that AETASFs were
effective in rural areas of the region. The effectiveness of AETASFs was
reduced to four factors using factor analysis. Namely: agricultural
development, development of agricultural education and extension
interventions, development of sustainable agricultural practices, and
interaction with academic institutions explained 71% of AETASFs
effectiveness. The result of this study has implication for rural development
policy-makers in that more sustainable agricultural practices is possible
provided that AETASFs receive more incentives for their sustainable
teaching behavior.

Key words: Aural Development, Agricultural Engineering Technical and
Advisory Service Firms (AETASF), Sustainable Agriculture, Agricultural
Development.
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