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Analyzing the Impact of Farmer Field School

Approach in the Worldwide and the Experience of
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Abstract
Increasing population and the need to addressing food security have caused the
excessive use of the Green Revolution technologies such as pesticides and other
agrochemicals leading to the damage to human health and environment as well as the
excessive use of resources. Several various strategies have been invented in this concern
to enhance farmers’ knowledge through integrating scientific procedures with their local
knowledge. The Farmer Field School (FFS) is one of these approaches facilitated by
extension systems to enhance sustainable agriculture. This paper is to analyze the impact
of the FFS projects implemented at international level and local level in the Khuzestan
Province of Iran. It utilizes document analyses and a case study involving agricultural
specialists and farmers participated in these projects in the Shosh Township of the
province. The international level studies show that this approach has had a positive
impact on the Integrated Pest Management knowledge of the farmers in Africa and Asia.
There are also 177 FFS projects having been implemented in the Khuzestan Province
since 2005 covering crops and products such as cabbage, lettuce, carrot, potato, wheat,
rapeseed/ canola, honey, milk, tomato, cucumber, and date. The focus groups with
farmers and specialists show that these projects have led to enhancing farmers’
knowledge regarding negative consequences of the excessive use of pesticides on
environment, food safety and human health.

Key Words: Farmer field school, integrated pest management, knowledge, farmer, Khuzestan
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? Integrated Pest Management
* Soil and water conservation
> Nutrient recycling

¢ Multiple cropping

" Water harvesting
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