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Examining the extent of job opportunities provided by
private sector
to agricultural graduates:
agricultural experts' and graduates’ perceptions in Zanjan
province

F. Ghasemi and J. Yaghoubi

Abstract

Over the past years, increased number of universities and graduates
have caused severe crisis in labor market for employment generation by
public sector. Among undergraduates who stay idle, the greatest rate
belongs to agricultural gaduates. Nowadays, public sector is creating the
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least employment opportunities and gradually gets worse, whereas the
private sector increasingly provides wider chances in this concern. This
research focuses on examining the extent of opportunities generated by
private firms for agricultural graduates.To this end, about 50
questionnaires were taken into account, equally distributed among
experts of Agricultural Office and graduates in Zanjan province. Data
were supplied by the questionnaires containing Likert spectrum and
analyzed by SPSS. Findings show that experts/graduates believed that
Plants Breeding is the key private profession that absorbs most graduates
followed by Animal Science as the second job opportunity, whereas
Range and Watershed Management were the lowest jobs provided by
private sector. The study comes to end by proposing few suggestions for
improving job opprtunities generated by private firms for graduates in
Zanjan province.

Key words: Privatization, Agricultural extension, Unemployment,
Agriculturasl graduates
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