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Investigating the correlation among the factors affecting the

acceptance and development of organic agriculture

Reyhane riyahi'
'MSc in agricultural instruction and promotion, Birjand Azad University

Abstract

The present study aims at investigating the correlation among the factors affecting the acceptance and
development of organic agriculture. As to the research methodology, this is a correlational survey study.
The statistical population of the study consisted of 25951 gardeners in south Khorasan province. From
among the population, a sample of 260 participants were selected using Cochran formula. The main
instrument, used to collect the data, was a questionnaire which was given to some professors and experts
of organic agriculture a few times for evaluation. The validity of the questionnaire was estimated using
Cronbach's alpha test which provided an acceptable correlation coefficient. Analysis of correlation among
the factors affecting the acceptance and development of organic agriculture revealed that there are
significant positive relationships among the farmers' age, training needs, existing approaches, job
satisfaction and knowledge of organic agriculture. The major recommendations put forth by this study
include: heeding training needs and fulfilling them by means of holding training workshops, seminars,
films and slides as well as raising awareness regarding the main components of organic agriculture.
Besides, the results show that the most important factors affecting the acceptance and development of
organic agriculture include: recognizing the disadvantages of using chemical fertilizers and dangerous
pesticides, increasing the training programs, and presenting new suitable information and technologies
such as using green manure, compost, biological control of pests, etc.
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