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Abstract

Stakeholders’ participation in agricultural and natural resources development projects is essential, so that
their active participation will promote these projects. Due to suitable climatic and soil conditions,
Kermanshah town ship is susceptible for orchard farming activities. Therefore, one of the city's projects
for agricultural development is orchard farming development in order to use natural resource lands, and
its goal is to increase gardens performance. Active stakeholders’ participation would de require for its
realization. So this qualitative study aims to provide an appropriate model to improve stakeholders”
participation in orchard farming development plans. To survey stakeholders” participation process,
grounded theory was used. Research data were analyzed by means of in-depth interviews, observations,
photographs and documents in three phases including: open, axial, and selective coding and continuously
comparison. The study population consisted of Alhyarkhany’s stakeholders and orchard farming
development project experts and officials. 35 rural stakeholder and 19 experts and officials of agricultural
organization were selected by purposive sampling. Data analysis result formed a conceptual model for
farmer participation it also showed that: socio — economic, educational, motivational, legal,
organizational, mental, climate, technical and infrastructural factors and organization executive strategies
can be among farmers' participation affecting factors. In order to results validation, findings given to
experts and after their interlocution, results were confirmed. This study Findings can include
recommendations for orchard farming policy makers. So this participation process can serve as a basis for
agricultural development projects.

Key Words: participation, orchard farming, natural resources, agricultural development projects,
grounded theory



