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Abstract

Iranian dried fruits are among processed garden products for export that have global
reputation in terms of flavor, taste and quality. Perishable nature of agricultural products,
their bulkiness and the impossibility of maintaining them fresh for a long time caused
most products to be marketed desiccated and processed and create acceptable
profitability (in the form of dollars) for our country. By producing over 2 million tons a
year, grapes are one of very important and noteworthy products of our country.
Desiccation process is used for grapes, widely at that, to produce aqua raisins for
domestic consumption and export. The objective of this study is to identify the factors
affecting the availability of aqua raisins market in Zanjan Province by the use of survey
research and data collecting tools, and the information required for this research was
collected with 90 farmers in 1390 (2011) through a questionnaire. The achieved results
show that the area under cultivation of grapes and the number of family members are
among very important factors for availability of aqua raisins market. In addition, a
significant positive relationship was seen between sources of providing financial needs
and factors of availability of aqua raisins market at the level of 99 percent. Moreover in
this research for predicting the effect of independent variables on dependent variable of
accessibility to the market, step by step multi-variable regression method was used. In
six steps, the variables of the number of family members, farmers’ knowledge, farming
experience, age, area under cultivation, the number of services and operations on aqua
raisins product were known respectively among the main factors in accessibility to the
aqua raisins market.
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