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Abstract

The water crisis has been one of the fundamental challenges of agriculture in the past
decade and it appears that in the future, this crisis will be more severe. Therefore,
analysis of schools of thought for finding the solutions to current water crisis is essential
for the every society particularly those in dry regions. Water is one of the most
important resources, on which the life of living creatures depend and among these
creatures, humans, tend to be more dependent. According to the world bank, the world’s
largest water use in general and particularly in Iran is in the agricultural sectors. The
environment is a complex and large system that, resources, humans and other organisms,
are, all part of it. Because humans are social systems that live in the environmental
systems, its important to discuss about the relationship between humans as a social
system and the ecological system. This review paper has analyzed the water scarcity
issues within the framework of human ecology approach(Social agreements, Belief
systems, Physical environments and resources, Human populations). For this purpose,
first, the water scarcity and its causes were discussed. Then, human ecology approach
was introduced and finally, the water scarcity problem is analyzed using human ecology
framework. Based on our study a model was provided for management of water scarcity
within human ecology approach. Human, are the cores of this revised framework of
human ecology, that relate all the dimensions of the main human ecology approach.
Human affect different dimensions of the model (Social agreements, Belief systems,
Physical environments and resources, Human populations) and are affected by them in
turn, Based on our holistic model we concluded that sustainable development and
conservation of resources require changes in knowledge, attitude, skill and aspiration of
human.
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