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Assessment of the entrepreneurial spirit of unemployed
youth aged between 15 to 29 years old
(The case of Mohsen Abad village in Esfahan Province)
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the entreprencurial spirit of
unemployed youth aged between 15 to 29 years old. Research population consisted of all
unemployed youth aged between 15 to 29 years old in Mohsen Abad Village (N=269). A
number of 160 people (as suggested in Morgan’s sample size table) were selected using
stratified randomized sampling method. Data were gathered through a questionnaire.
The validity of the questionnaire was verified by a panel of experts, and its reliability
was assessed by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient (ranged from 0/62 to 0/94). The spirit of
entrepreneurship was investigated via seven variables including: risk taking, locus of
control, need to achievement, clearness of thought, tolerance of ambiguity, pragmatism
and dreaming. Results revealed that pragmatism and locus of control had the highest
mean scores, and respondents’ age, their parents’ education level, and their father’s job
influenced the respondents’ entrepreneurial spirit. The results showed that 93, 61 and 6

persons had strong, moderate and weak spirit of entrepreneurship, respectively.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial spirit, Unemployment, Rural youth
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