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Assessing the wheat Producer’s extensional Communication with Extension
Agents in Sustainable Agricultural Development Process
"Case Study of Mashhad city."
Researchers: Seyed Davood Hajimirrahimi and Roya Kasaeian Naini
Assistant Professor, Imam Khomeini Higher Education Center In Ministry of
Agricultural Jihad (ihec) & and Student In Islamic Azad University of Birjand

Abstract:

"Farmers" as the main clients of agricultural extension system, are located in the center of
the human factors communication pattern in this system. Thus the efficiency of this model
depends on the quantity and quality of farmer's extensional communication with the
agricultural extension agents. So far, most attention has focused on the relationship between
extension agents and farmers and it has been less attention to the "relationship between of
farmer and change agents agricultural by agricultural development planners. Scientific studies
confirm farmers have a non-continuous communication with change agents and their
motivation for interactive and effective communication is low. Accordingly, Iran's agricultural
extension system requires review, development and reconstruction. Objective of this study is
recognizing the now situation and the factors affecting on development this relationship in
order to review, reform and modernization of the agricultural extension system. This research
has done in Mashhad city through a survey. The research population were Wheat farmers in
crop year 89- 90 (N=12257). Sample size was estimated by Cochran formula (n=150). For
their choice was used cluster two-stage sampling method. Research findings showed that the
wheat farmer's extensional communication with extension agents doesn’t have an acceptable
quantity and quality (2.3167 from 10). Variables of attitude to agricultural development,
access and application the methods and new technologies, the type and level of education,
residence, satisfaction of extensional programs, social characteristics, the number of extension
courses and participation in decision making, significant difference has created in the amount
of wheat farmer's extensional communication with extension agents.

The regression test results confirms that Twelve variables: "The quality of extensional

programs in zone," "The amount of bank loans", "Market loans rate," "The annual income
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from farming", "Cooperative loan rate," "The size of Farm", "The number of cooperative
loans", "Average production per hectare", "The amount of annual savings income”, The
number of Wheat training course", "Access to urban areas" and "distance the farm from the
extension center” have been ability that explaining about 92 percent of changes in the
dependent variable. The main recommendations for the development wheat farmer's
extensional communication with extension agents with extension agents are “to design the
extension classes and programs content with regard real educational needs that result
increasing annual income of wheat farmers and savings it, the formation and development
manufacturing and trade guilds and unions in order to meet the needs of Wheat Farmers and
providing the inputs required for the sale of products and reduce consumption of wheat in this
area and their time devote to education and extension programs, Priority the development of
communication methods for example "extensional classes and workshops", "publication of
educational pamphlets and magazines correspondence,” "teaching children of Wheat farmers",
and "extensional TV program" in planning by agricultural extension units.

Key words: Extensional Communication, Wheat farmers (wheat Producer), Agricultural
extension agents, Development agents.
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