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Abstract

Based on the evidence, unemployment of higher education graduated in many countries
including Iran, is increasing. For combating this challenge, entrepreneurship in academic
environment is necessary and inevitable, from the point of view of policy markers.
Therefore, identification of entrepreneurial attitudes of students can help fostering goals
of universities for planning and implementation of entrepreneurship— oriented programs.
Accordingly, this study was designed to investigate and compare entrepreneurial attitude
of the students in the Agricultural Colleges of Universities of Shiraz and Islamic Azad
Ilam. The research method was descriptive and survey. The statistical population
consisted of all the students in agricultural colleges in the University of Shiraz (1634)
and Azad Ilam (432). Using Bartllet et al.’s (2001) table and stratified random sampling,
173 and 97 students were selected as sample from among of students in agricultural
colleges of Shiraz and Ilam Universities, respectively. A questionnaire was developed
for gathering data. The content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by judgment
of a panel of faculty members in the department of agricultural extension and education
of the University of Tarbiat Modares. A pilot test was conducted to determine the
reliability of the instrument and Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient were estimated between
0.73 until 0.86 for all parts of the questionnaire. Entrepreneurial attitude of the students
were measured through five dimensions, including independency, risk taking,
achievement need, self-confidence and creativity. The average of these dimensions for
students in each of the agricultural college of University of Shiraz and Azad Ilam were
20.53,24.21, 12.38, 16.80, 17.21 and 17.36, 20.02, 12.85, 15.19 and 16.34, respectively.
Based on the results of the compare means test, there is a meaningful difference between
the students of the two universities regarding to the independency and risk taking
dimensions. The results also indicated that university educations were found to be
effective in reinforcing entrepreneurial attitude of the students.

Key Words: Entrepreneurial attitude, Independency, Risk taking, Achievement need,
Confidence self, Creativity
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