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Effective Cultural and Social Factors Regarding Participation of Rural Youth
toward Agricultural Development

Abstract

The youth are essential human resources in the development of rural and agricultural societies. The purpose of this
research was to investigate the participation of rural youth regarding agricultural development as well as analyzing
the cultural and social factors affecting this participation. The methodological approach in the research was a
descriptive-Correlation study of the survey type. The target population in the study was the rural youth of
Kermanshah Province. Using multi-stage cluster sampling technique, 350 rural youth were selected as a statistical
sample. The content and face validity of the instrument were established by a panel of experts of agricultural
extension and education. A Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient of .85 was obtained using a pilot test. The finding
of this study showed that; approximately of the respondent that amount of participation was average. The results of
means different analysis revealed that there is significant discrepancy between participation in relation with
utilization of mass media, membership in rural gathering, access in instruments of information technology and the
use of extension services. The results of stepwise multivariate regression analysis reveal that: The variable of
attitude regarding employment in agricultural activity, utilization of information resources and communication
channels, social participation and size of farm land predict a variation of 56.7% of participation.
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