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Participatory Farmer Field School Approach as an Affective Approach for
Accepting Biological Control by Rice Farmers: The Case of Babol
Township
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Abstract
Applying the extension patterns have led to the wider use of agricultural inputs, especially the increased use of

pesticides and chemical fertilizers that in addition to the elimination of different species of plants and animals,
and the ecological imbalance has caused the increase of fatal and incurable diseases. Therefore, to control pests
the minimum amount of chemical pesticides must be used and instead we must go towards the use of biological
control. In this regard, the Near East Regional Workshop on Biological Control of Plant Pests, in Babolsar, has
introduced all the villagers’ participation in an educational environment without a wall, called Farmer Field
School as the best method in the public adoption of integrated pest management. The present study aims to
examine the impact of farmer field schools in the adoption of biological control by Rice farmers in the city of
Babol. The Data was collected from 433 rice farmers using Krejcie and Morgan’s table and based on simple
random sampling (81 of the farmers who did not participate in the farmer field school and 352 farmers who
participated). The results show that there is a significant difference between the average ranks of two groups of
rice farmers (who participated in the FFS and who did not) with 99% confidence in terms of the adoption of
biological control, this means that, farmers who attended the courses of Farmer Field School are using more of
the biological fight against Chilo suppressalis.

Key Words: farmer field school, biological control, Rice farmers
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