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Abstract

One of the leading factors of stagnation in agricultural sector, which prevents
cooperatives from reaching to consensus and facilitating collaborative as well as
decision making activities, is the lack of social capital in these unions. Actually, there
seems to be barriers to create acceptable social capital. The present study, with regard to
this issue, aims at factor analyzing the barriers to create social capital in agricultural
cooperatives. The study is conducted according to quantitative-qualitative method. For
the purpose of identifying variables in qualitative part of the study, the researchers have
used focused group discussion method. After merging with other variables, data
gathered in this part were incorporated in developing questionnaires. Considering the
nature of the subject under study, experts in the department of agriculture in Zanjan have
objectively selected eight cooperatives as a sample of their study in order to recognize
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the barriers to create social capital.In quantitative section study population included 22
cooperative unions in Zanjan city. A total of 10 cooperatives were randomly selected.
factor analysis indentified and grouped Obstacles creating and maintaining social capital
into eight factors; Financial - coordination, regulatory approach, Ambary legal, social -
cultural, organizational, psychological, heterogeneity and discrimination and inequality
in the division. Based on the results, recommendations were made for the establish and
maintain social capital in agricultural cooperatives.

Key Words: social capital, agricultural cooperative, Factor analysis
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