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Abstract

Existing complex situation of Iran’s agricultural Extension is the result of successful and
no-successful experiences of six decade intervention of the public sector, as well as
numerous ideas regarding privatization, which have less examined. This case study
research is to investigate the obstacles of privatization in agricultural extension and
advisory services, using focus groups with relevant participants affecting privatization
such as private agricultural specialists of Agricultural Advisory and Technical
Companies, public specialists of the Jihad Agriculture Organization; and farmers of two
villages located in the Andabad and Bonab Dehestans of the Zanjan Township in Iran.
From the perspective of the public and private specialists, the main obstacles of
privatization, specially using the Agricultural Advisory and Technical Companies, are
classified in six categories: cognitive, economic, social, geographical, performance, and
structural obstacles. Moreover, the main obstacles of these the private specialists and
companies in these categories are low technical knowledge and incompatibility with
farmers’ needs, lack of required experience in recognizing clients’ needs, reluctance for
competition between the companies, financial constraints, lack of required facilities and
transportation, high number of female specialists that limits their visits to farms (though
the farmers are mostly male).

Key Words: Extension, privatization, technical and advisory service companies, Zanjan,
Iran
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