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Abstract

Information in agriculture and rural development will not only be regarded as one of the
main inputs and capitals, also is the element for Improving efficiency and effectiveness
of other production and development sources. High volume production of scientific
information and too Valuable reserves of indigenous knowledge among the native
communities necessitate more attention to organize the agricultural information system.
Agriculture office experts and agricultural consultancy services firms' experts are one of
the important elements in informing farmers and improving agricultural productivity that
should have adequate and updated information on agricultural activities. Therefore
studying of information seeking behavior and identifying factors that influence
information seeking behavior of agricultural experts is very important. This study aimed
to survey Information-seeking behavior of experts of agriculture office and agricultural
consultancy services firms in Meshginshahr Township. This study is applied a
descriptive- correlation survey approach. Sample for this study was selected based on
random sampling and Cochran statistics of the population of experts of agricultural
office and advisory services firms in Meshginshahr Township (n=100). Data was
gathered through survey questionnaire. In research, Impact and relationships of
individual, social and organizational variables of studied persons, Types of channels
used for information acquiring, Suitability of the information and satisfaction rate of
acquired information was analyzed in subjects with the dependent variable (information
seeking behavior). The results showed that the main motivation for information seeking
is their interest to job promotion. Age, educational level, organizational post ,
professional education ,the appropriate amount of information and satisfaction rate of
acquired information determines 65.3% of information seeking behavior changes.

Key Words: Information-seeking behavior- agricultural experts- agricultural office-
advisory services firms
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