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Abstract

Sustainable rural development is greatly influenced by human capital. In agriculture, university graduates are the main
source of human capital. Currently, the rate of job seekers among agricultural graduates is rising and this in turn has
created a serious problem for the government of Iran. One may ask why agricultural sector have not progressed with ever
increasing number of agricultural institutions. Some researchers have proposed that entrepreneurship support provided by
agricultural colleges may be an appropriate remedy. Therefore, the purpose of this descriptive correlational study was to
determine the effect of entrepreneurial support provided by Ilam Isalmic Azad University in students’ entrepreneurial
skill, attitude, and intention. Using simple random sampling, 169 students participated in the study. Data was collected
using a structured questionnaire. Reliability was check using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient yielding (0.91). Confirmatory
factor analysis was used to check for validity of research instrument resulting in goodness of fit in our measurement
model. The result of structural equation modeling revealed that university support influences students’ intention to start a
business through their attitude towards entrepreneurship and their entreprencurial skills. The result of this study has
practical implications for agricultural higher education policy-makers. If our college students are to behave
entrepreneurialy, college professors need to provide students with support and this is possible through tapping on
students’ shoulder.

Key words: Entrepreneurial support, entrepreneurial intention, structural equation modeling, agricultural graduates
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