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Status of agricultural cooperatives in Kermanshah
using meta-analysis techniques
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Abstract
The factors influencing the success or failure of agricultural cooperatives have been

emphasized in graduate students’ thesis and diverse research reports. Moreover, the
results of these studies are somewhat contradictory. In other words, some studies claim
that cooperatives are successful and some emphasize that they are not meeting what is
expected of them. Therefore, this meta-analysis sought to investigate the factors that
influence the success and failure of agricultural and rural cooperatives. The unit of
analysis included master thesis as well as research reports related to cooperatives.
Opverall, 10 thesis and research reports identified as appropriate for the purpose of meta-
analysis. For quantitative analysis effect size reported was used as criteria in the
analysis. For qualitative analysis, content analysis was used to determine success and
failure of agricultural and rural cooperatives. Quantitative analysis showed that training
of cooperative members and managers, members’ belief in cooperative principles, and
organizing members were influential in cooperative success. Moreover, qualitative
analysis showed that access to credit, lack of government support, and lack of cash were

most influential in efficacy of cooperatives.

Key Words: meta-analysis, agricultural cooperatives, effect size, content analysis,
success&failure.
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