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Investigation of the relationship between participation
and quality of extension activities in Rural Production
Cooperative: the case of Boyer-Ahmad County
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Abstract

Participation in extension activities is one of the main challenges of extension programs
planning in a way of rural sustainable development. In this regard, the aim of this study
was to investigate the relationship between participation and quality of extension
activities in Rural Production Cooperative (RPCs) of Boyer-Ahmad County. The study
was quantitative research methodology. The research method also was descriptive-
analytical in the form of comparative approach. Statistic population of the study was the
members of RPCs in Boyer-Ahmad County. The sample size of the members of RPCs
was determined by using the sampling size table given by Patten. The final sample
included 317 members of RPCs were selected using stratified random sampling. Face-
to-face interviews were used to collect data with the aid of questionnaire containing
open and closed questions. A panel of experts confirmed the face validity of the
questionnaire. Due to determining the reliability of the questionnaire, internal
contingency by Cronbach’s Alpha value was implemented that the KMO coefficient
(0.809 to 0.834) and Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient (0.830 to 0.910) were confirmed the
questionnaire. All statistical analysis was performed using SPSS statistical package
(version 17.5 for widows). The finding revealed that the participation of the members in
extension activities of RPCs was in moderate and low level. Furthermore, findings from
one-way ANOVA showed that the difference between RPCs was significantly with
regard to participation of members. Also, the person correlation coefficient suggested a
significant correlation between members' participation and the quality of extension
program of RPCs. Furthermore, the regression modeling results showed that among the
variables postulated in the model; level of information about cooperative's law, and
quality of extension activities to predict the participation of the RPCs' members. In
overall, the regression was able to explain 53/5 percent of variability in the participation
of the RPCs' members.

Key Words: Rural Production Cooperative (RPCs), Participation, Agricultural education
and extension, Rural development.
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