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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive survey design was to evaluate the performance of
Agricultural Engineering Technical and Advisory Service Firms (AETASF) in
Kermanshah and Zanjan Provinces. This study is practical in that the results can be
used in program planning by policy-makers. These firms were established to provide
employment for agricultural graduates and develop outreach programs among
farmers.  For this purpose, Agricultural and Natural Resource Engineering
Organization (ANREO) were established in 1386. The population of this study
included AETASF’s supervisors in Kermanshah and Zanjan (166). A census of all
supervisors participated in the study. Performance indicators were measured using
Agricultural Jihad Organization specialist, members of ANREO, Supervisors in
AETASF, library search, and university faculty members. A total of 33 indicators
were derived. Reliability was measured using a panel of experts. Results revealed
that both firms were more active in agricultural extension activities but less active in
field work. Moreover, AETASF in Zanjan province were significantly more active
in terms of private contracting with farmers and government officials and private
companies in compare to Kermanshah firms. Thus, job satisfaction among
supervisors in Zanjan province was higher than those of Kermanshah province. It is
therefore recommended that AETASF‘s in Kermanshah province be provided with
more freedom to engage in private contracts and their government based duties
gradually diminish. Finally, AETASF’s in Zanjan should expand their specialist to
farmer ratio so that they can play a more active role in training of farmers.

Keywords:
Agricultural Engineering Technical and Advisory Service Firms (AETASF),
evaluation, performance, privatization, agricultural graduates.
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