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The Potential Mission of Agricultural Extension in Rural
Small Food Industries, Tehran Province Case study
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Abstract

Despite the increasing awareness of importance of Small Rural Food Industries (SRFIs)
in escalation of agriculture sector, increasing job opportunities, and declining rural
migration, there are very limited information, support and training services for small
rural food industries who work under Ministry of Agriculture. In this research which
was carried out in Tehran Province (2009-2010), overviews of 111 managers of SRFIs
were investigated through interviews and questionnaires in order to understand the
potential mission that extension can have in development of these industries. The results
show that services are mainly provided to these firms by the Department of Food
Processes Industries. Services are limited to guidance for registration of firms and
application for certification and license. From the managers’ point of view, the most
important information need is “how to access to credit”. Managers receive their
information mainly through face-to-face communication method. Managers have access
to Internet; however their needed information does not exist in Internet. Moreover,
managers believe that the best information source for them can be the experienced
managers of other successful firms. Therefore, we suggest that extension services should
strengthen the information exchange links among firms. Moreover, supports should be
extended to stages after firm registration, mainly when they encounter economic crisis
which is resulted from global changes.




Key Words: New mission of Agricultural Extension, Food industries, Small industries, Rural
studies.
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