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Identifying factors affecting job satisfaction of
agricultural graduates of Yasouj University
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Abstract

Survey research method was used in this study to identify factors affecting job
satisfaction of agricultural graduates of Yasouj University. Research populations were
2006 to 2010 graduates of the Faculty of Agriculture (N=417). A sample of 201
graduates was considered using Patton’s Sampling Table, and were studied using simple
random sampling technique. Face validity of the postal questionnaire was verified and it
reliability coefficient was calculated using Chronbach’s reliability coefficient between
0.814 and 0.955 in a pilot study. The questionnaire was sent to respondents’ addresses.
Exploratory factor analysis was evaluated to identify factors influencing job satisfaction
of respondents. The KMO value (KMO=0.625, P<0.01) showed the suitability of
variables for exploratory factor analysis. The results showed that employment policy;
management policy; social status of the job; terms and conditions of employment; public
relations; and job security are the most important factors those explain about 76.536% of
total variance of the dependent variable. Among these factors, employment policy is the
most important factor that explains 17.526% of the supposed variance. This factor
includes components such as proportion of salaries with experience and skills;
proportion of salaries with tasks; coordination of jobs and education; policies towards
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specialists” employment; inductive and on- service training facilities; and fringe benefits.
More detailed findings of this study are presented in the body of the paper.

Key Words: Job satisfaction, university graduates, factor analysis, Yasouj
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