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Abstract

Water shortage due to long-term drought, growing demand and lack of proper
management practices regarding available water resources has endangered the
sustainability of agricultural development. However, the agriculture is known as the
main source of livelihood of large numbers of people living in rural areas. In recent
years, drought and extracting the huge amount of ground and surface water resources by
farmers have driven the situation beyond the capacity of water supply sources in Iran. To
reduce this imbalance, a wide range of solutions at different levels has been emphasized.
For example, conservation of water resources with emphasis on management knowledge
and behavior at the individual level (farmers) can be mentioned. It is believed that
knowledge leads individuals to shape a favorable opinion and consequently, to act
toward change and improvement. Accordingly, using survey a study was carried out in
Marvdasht County, Fars Province, in order to investigate and measure the water
management knowledge of farmers living in different climates. Results showed that
there was a significant relationship between farmers' knowledge of water resource
management and their management of water resources at farm level. Furthermore, there
were some significant differences between the mean of water management knowledge
and also water management of farmers living in different climates. Finally, some
recommendation was proposed based on the research results to improve the farmers’
knowledge and management practices regarding conserving the limited water resources.
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