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Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to introduce the multifunctional agricultural approach and agri-tourism
as the most practical strategy for rural and agricultural development in developed and developing
countries. In this paper, a brief overview of rural tourism, the types of tourism in rural areas and the

concept and indicators of sustainable tourism development, the concept of sustainable agriculture and
the benefits of its development in rural areas have been addressed. In addition, the experience of Italy
in the field of agri-tourism as one of the most successful examples in the world has been briefly
described. Finally, the status of agri-tourism in Iran has been addressed.

Key words: multifunctional agriculture, rural tourism, sustainable agri-tourism, rural development.
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