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Functions of Online Social Networking as Perceived by Students from the Women University of
Nahavand
Mehrdad Pouya
Lecturer; Agricultural Extension Education Department; Nahavand University.

Abstract

Networked individual lives in an era transformed by online social networking. Despite abundance of
evidence about online networking, few researches exist to have focused on the experience of the
university students regarding social networking via the online media. The main purpose of the study
was to investigate major online social networks favored, as well as their innovative functions perceived
by senior students in a female-only university environment, Nahavand, Iran. The senior students,
reaching to 100 in number, comprised the sample population of the study. In this applied survey research,
a self-made questionnaire was administered. The validity and reliability of the instrument was secured
through receiving the confirmations from the academic staff of the extension education department of
the university and then a pilot study aimed at calculation of the Cronbach’s alpha which proved to be
0.90. Data were analysed using the SPSS20. Results showed that the Telegram was named as the most
favored online social networking medium. It was mostly functioned for recreational purposed such as
music download. As informal and educational functions of social networking media came at the end of
the list, it can be recommended to launch official online social networking media by the university
authorities to provide for the communicational and information seeking needs of the students.

Key Words: Social Network; Unisex University; Female Students; Informal education; Network
Functions; Agricultural Extension
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