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Analysis of Effective factors on dissertation writing and its related
problems from the viewpoints of Agricultural M.Sc. Graduates in the
University of Zanjan

Mahdieh Asadollahi!, Ali Shams & Zahra Hooshmandan Moghaddm Fard 3
1- M.Sc.Graduate of Agricultural extension and Education, University of Zanjan, Iran
2- Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension, Commuincation, and Rural
Development, University of Zanjan, Iran
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Abstract

Identifying the problems in implementing the dissertation and the factors affecting the quality of
dissertation from the graduates' viewpoint provides an accurate and realistic information for
educational and research planning. This research was conducted with the above goal at the University
of Zanjan. The statistical population consisted of all 326 graduate students in 1390 and 1391 in the
Faculty of Agriculture. A sample of 202 of them was selected by using stratified randomized sampling
method and based on the Morgan and Krejcie sampling table. The research tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire which its validity was confirmed by the viewpoints of higher education experts. By
conducting a pretest and calculating the Cronbach's alpha coefficient greater than 0.8 for the combined
indices, its reliability was confirmed. The research findings showed that among the factors influencing
the quality of the dissertation, the guidance and support of the supervisor, the appropriate research
environment and access to research facilities were ranked from the first to third. Also, among the
problems surveyed, the data collection process in the form of research design (field experiments,
laboratory, field, interviewing, etc.), the administrative process of the university, faculty, and
department, and analysis and descriptive statistics of data were ranked form the first to third.

Keywords: Dissertation Writing, Issues and Problems, Graduates of Agricultural Majors, University
of Zanjan
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