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Abstract

Rural households livelihoods depend on the variety of agricultural and livestock activities.
International organizations emphasis on the family poultry farming (FPF) as a tool to reduce poverty
and to improve food security of poor households. The aim of this descriptive- correlational study was
to assess the role of the FPF in rural household’s livelihoods. The Statistical population consisted all
rural households in Maragheh County (N=22564) which 224 of them were selected based on Cochran
sampling formula and using multi-stage randomized sampling method. The research tool was a
researcher-constructed questionnaire which its validity verified by a panel of experts in the related
field and to check its reliability, a pilot study conducted and Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient were
obtained higher than 0.7 for composite indexes. The result showed that rural households keep 10 types
of poultries and the local hen was in 1st rank with 83.5 percent of families keeping it. 68.3 percent of
rural women believed that FPF had a moderate effect on their family livelihood and 27.7 percent
assessed this effect as low. According to calculations, the average income of egg production of
families was 2050000 Rials which indicate a steady flow of in egg production, which represents a
steady flow of income generation for households during the year.
Keywords: Food Security, Livelihood, Rural Households, Maragheh County
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