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Rural Natural-based Tourism Education: A pathway to prevent Zardooi’s Rural Youth
Immigration in the Kermanshah Province

Abstract

Zardooi’s rural youth in the Kermanshah province in Iran immigrate from their hometown because of
lack of employment and incomes opportunities. Climate change has intensified this situation. As a
result, officials are thinking of ways to keep youth interested in staying in villages. One of the ways
proposed in this research for this matter is Rural Natural-based Tourism Education (RNTE) through
folklores. These folklore singings at times happen while at work in rural areas. To test this
assumption, a research was carried out among a random sample of 75 youngesters among a population
of 208 individuals. The sample was divided into 3 groups randomly: Tow experiment groups and 1
control group. Two educational workshops were held for the experiment groups on education and
folklores but the control group only received education session. The results showed significant
incensement in participants’ knowledge on Zardooi’s youth’s immigration as well as possible
employment and income opportunities through rural natural-based tourism development. So, RNTE
made it clear for participants the possibility of making jobs and income at their own hometown. The
reason could be youth are not interested to be told by adults what to do. How ever putting it in an
artistic way, they will find how to put recommendations in action very quickly.

Keywords: Education, Tourism, Immigration, Rural youths, Arts.
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