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Mechanisms for Improving Employability Skills of Students in Agricultural
Higher Education: A Qualitative Research

Abstract

The importance of agricultural majors, the need for qualified and skilled graduates and paying attention
to the employment of graduates of this field, all shows the need for a deep study regarding students
employment skills and employability mechanisms. Accordingly and since one of the most important
concerns of agricultural students is their employment, this paper aims to identify mechanisms for
improving the skills of students in agricultural higher education. This applied research was done with a
gualitative approach. Participants were Ph.D. students in agriculture and Interview used for
data collection. Data were analyzed using NVivo software. The findings showed that the mechanisms
for improving employability skills of agricultural students were categorized in three main groups:
education, interactions, and services. In addition, the subcategories included: content of the course, the
quality of education, knowledge and learning, personal communication, organizational communication,
counseling, cultural, and support. Based on the findings, conclusion was drawn and suggestions were
made.

Keywords: higher education, employability, student, agriculture, content analysis
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