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Investigation of students' attraction and their academic status in
agriculture and Natural Resources University: The case of Sari
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources University

Fatemeh Shafiee, Taher Azizi-Khalkheili
Assistant Professors, Department of Agricultural extension and education, Sari Agricultural Sciences
& Natural Resources University

Abstract

Nowadays, agriculture and natural resources higher education has faced challenges, the most important
of which is reduction in the number of students who are interested in studying these majors and an
increase in academic failure among the students of agricultural colleges. Therefore, the purpose of this
research was to investigate the students' attraction and their academic status in Sari Agricultural Sciences
and Natural Resources University (SANRU) and present recommendations to improve situation. Using
descriptive research method and referring to the students' educational documents, all undergraduates of
SANRU in 2017-2018 academic year were studied. Data were analyzed using Excel software. The
results showed that the average of growth rate (AGR) of students' enrollment in all fields of agriculture
and natural resources was 3.2 percent during 2014-2017 academic years. In addition, the results
indicated that 31.9 percent of students had academic failure experience. Regarding large number of these
students, its' causes should be identified and appropriate solutions for solving it should be presented.

Keywords: average of growth rate (AGR), agricultural higher education, conditioned student.
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