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Abstract

The objective of this study was to determine of factors affecting water scarcity risk perception among
farmers of neyshabur plain. This study is applied and data collection method is survey. The statistical
population of this study was the farmers of Neyshabur Plain (N=1300), that 235 farmers based on
Cochran formula, were selected through a random cluster sampling design. Data were collected using
a researcher-made questionnaire. The validity of the questionnaire was approved by a panel of
agricultural development and extension experts. The questionnaire’s internal reliability was
investigated using coefficient (Cronbach’s) alpha (0/70-0/90). The results of assessment water scarcity
risk perception showed that the higher than average level of water scarcity risk perception has been
assessed by farmers. The result of regressions analysis indicated that 56 percent variations of the water
scarcity risk perception was determined by attitude, knowledge, perceived benefits, perceived barriers
and responsibility. The variable of perceived benefits was the strongest predictor of water scarcity risk
perception. Finally, based on the results of the study, recommendations provide for increasing water
scarcity risk perception.

Keywords: Risk Perception, Water Scarcity, Farmers, Neyshabur Plain.
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