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Abstract

Rural tourism is part of the tourism industry that its contribution to the economy of many countries is
recognized. Rural tourism is also revolutionizing businesses and prompting economic development
across the globe. The purpose of this study was assessing barriers to development of rural tourism in
Meymand. The villagers, who were over 15 years of age, formed the study population (N=214). A
total of 75 persons using stratified random sampling method were determined as the sample.
Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to determine the reliability of questionnaire (¢=0.76-0.83).
Result of confirmatory factor analysis showed that the barriers to development of rural tourism in
Meymand can be summarized in five factors including: management and educational, economic,
cultural, services and welfare factors. These factors explained 68.37 percent of the total variance of
barriers to development of rural tourism.

Key words: Rural tourism, environment, sustainable development, rural development.
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