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Abstract

Undoubtedly, the construction and exploitation of any civil project, such as dams and irrigation and
drainage networks, together with undeniable positive effects, usually entails unwanted and unpredictable
social consequences in the region. Accordingly, in this study, social sustainability of Gavshan Dam
irrigation and drainage networks based on social participation and social trust indicators has been
investigated in a qualitative study using participatory techniques. The results of the survey of the study
community show that the reduction of village residents' trust towards state organs and government
projects is one of the things that most people have emphasized, as well as the failure of the government
to some obligations such as lack of equitable distribution of water and high water price in relation to
farmers' income, have reduced the trust of villagers towards the implementation and utilization of
irrigation and drainage networks of Gavshan dam. Also, surveys indicate that before the implementation
of irrigation and drainage networks, the level of communication and trust of the villagers to the service
center, the adjacent villages , harvesters, brokers, Agricultural Jihad, Water Organization and ... has
been favorable, but after the implementation of the plan, changes have been made in the level of
cooperation and the level of social trust in the region. On the other hand, according to villagers, in some
villages the communication and participation of family members together, and villages with neighboring
villages decreased significantly.However, after the implementation of irrigation and drainage networks,
land disputes have increased due to rising land values among family members and somehow reduced
the amount of social trust within families. The irregular development of irrigation networks and water
distribution facilities among villages covered by irrigation and drainage networks of Gavshan Dam have
played a major role in the resistance of people in the process of participation in management and
maintenance. In other words, the uneven sharing of the benefits of irrigation and drainage projects and
the problems caused by the forced displacement of people is a kind of barrier to the social trust and
participation of the people and, as a result, the achievement of the goals of development projects.
Keywords: Gavoshan dam,irrigation and drainage networks,social Sustainability Social Participation,
Social Trust
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